Blessed are the….

A rendition of the Beatitudes for one reader
(speaker looking off in the distance to read the church sign as he/she begins talking out loud)

Yep, Thursday morning—just like clockwork—they’re putting the letters on the church sign with the scripture for Sunday’s sermon. Let me guess…it will say “blessed are the somethings”—just wait, you’ll see…
Sure enough: “b – l – e – s – s – e – d” What’d I tell ya…

How do I know these things, you might ask? How do I know what Bible verse they’re going to put up today? (as a confidential aside) Don’t tell anybody, but me ‘n the Russians hacked the pastor’s computer! 
Nah—not really. Patterns. It’s all about patterns. Started three weeks ago. That first week was “Blessed are the poor”; then “Blessed are the hungry”; week after that “Blessed are the peacemakers”. So it didn’t take no clairvoyant – or Russian hacker – to spot the trend. 

The other trend here is that all these ”Blesseds” are just plain ridiculous. The kingdom of God belonging to the poor? I mean, really? Or the hungry being filled—in what universe is THAT gonna happen?! And the peacemakers getting called the children of God? What kind of Thanksgiving dinner they gonna have when God and all those ‘peacemaking’ children get together—there wouldn’t be no fighting at all—then what’s the point of Thanksgiving?? Oh yeah, football… 
(Reading the sign) Blessed are the meek…for they will inherit…

There they go again—the meek gonna “inherit”. Since when did the meek inherit ANYthing! After all, isn’t meek “weak”? Non-assertive, non-forceful, non-all those other things it takes to make it anywhere in this life? Yeah, the meek might “inherit” a few things—that painting in the hall way none of the other kids wanted, or the station wagon that needs a lot of work—that’s the kind of things meek people “inherit”—because they don’t know how to stand up for themselves—always getting pushed around. There are times when you just gotta push other people out of the way to get what you want in this world! Then we see who “inherits” what!
But let’s see what our sign says they’ll “inherit.” Maybe this is the one where the Bible gets real: “Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit that lousy painting in the hall way.”  

t – h – e  “the” e – a – r – t – h. (slight pause) Say what? The meek gonna inherit “the earth”? (slight pause, thinking) hmmm, maybe those people are onto something…. I think I’m gonna get to know me some of those meek people—just in case—‘cause if they do inherit all this, I’m sure they’re the sharing type… 

Blessed are the…
By David Radcliff

New Community Project 

117 Nature Road, Blue Ridge, VA 24064

www.newcommunityproject.org
