Give a Girl a Chance! Girls just wanna…go to school!
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Why educate girls? Here’s what the head teacher at St. Thomas girls’ school in South Sudan (where Give a Girl a Chance provides scholarships and hygienic supplies) says:  

· Increased literacy rate, offering all children (boys & girls) education will prop up literacy rates, pushing forwards development. When you educate a girl child, you have educated the whole nation in the sense that they will teach their children since they are the first teachers.  
· Reduced human trafficking, as women are most vulnerable to human trafficking when they are uneducated and poor.

· Political representation, since across this nation, women are underrepresented in political involvement because they take the biggest illiteracy percentage (90%).

· Thriving babies, as children of educated mothers are twice likely to survive past the age of five.

· Safe sex, as it is shown that a girl who completes primary school cycle is three times less likely to contract HIV than uneducated girl.

· Reduced early marriages. We know that in some parts of this nation, girls are married off at tender age of nine. With eight or more years of education, the early marriages are minimal.

· Manageable families, as increased participation in school reduces fertility rate over time and this will reduce tendency of men marrying more than 10 wives whom they cannot care for.

· Increased income, since education also empowers a woman's wallet through boosting her earning capabilities.

· Poverty reduction, as when women are provided with equal rights and equal access to education, they go on to participate in business and economic activity. Increased earning power and income combat against current and future poverty through feeding, clothing, medical care and providing for the entire families.
For all these reasons and more, thank you for your support of the Give a Girl a Chance program of New Community Project! 100 percent of donations to our Special Projects go to the programs themselves – really! 
Give a Girl a Chance! Caution: women at work
NCP’s Give a Girl a Chance program supports girls’ education and empowers women in Rwanda, the DR Congo, Nepal, Myanmar, Malawi and South Sudan. Often these women have little education, absent husbands and lives of carrying wood, water and babies. Through our partners, we offer micro-loans, skills training and the unforeseen gifts described below. Then we visit on our Learning Tours to see their progress, show support – and be inspired. Here are some of their stories: 
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“Our husbands used to consider us as useless, as we didn’t bring anything to the table. But now with these projects, they recognize us as being talented like them.” Nyirankumoumukiza Christine of Kabumba, Rwanda 
Christine is a member of a Rwandan women’s cooperative that has benefited from microloans from Give a Girl a Chance. They started small businesses ranging from selling rolls to vegetables to buying selling small livestock. And as she said, it’s not just the money that’s important, but also the increased respect within the family. 
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Another “unintended consequence” of these programs is bringing women together in communities. In Myanmar, the women told us, “Being in these groups has brought social healing. We used to constantly compare ourselves to others and speak badly of one another, but now that we are working together, we have a new sense of unity.” 

Unity, respect, income for their families – all part of what can happen when women are given opportunities to utilize their abilities. Thank you for making all these good things possible. 
A Girl and a Bike and a Hike
In rural areas of the southern African country of Malawi, there are many reasons why a child may not go beyond elementary school. Poverty, hunger, distance, crocodiles. Yep! More flooding due to climate change brings crocs close to their villages!
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NCP is working on all these things in one way or another, but Katherine (here riding a borrowed bike) and other girls are specifically asking for our help with the tuition and transportation. That's because while the elementary school is "only" two miles away, high school is seven miles away - the girls have to leave home at 5 a.m. to get to school by 7:30, and that can get discouraging! Plus, school fees are $45, and many of the families have trouble raising that much money, especially since climate change is making it hard for them to grow crops to sell for income. 

Along with the $45 tuition, having a bike for the daily commute to school makes attendance much easier. Since bikes cost $65, for $110 a girl and her bike can go to school!
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In Nepal, NCP helps girls stay in school as one of the best ways to keep them from being sent to other countries for work that is difficult and dangerous. A $30 scholarship enables these girls to go to high school – but they have to do the legwork. That’s because the school is in the valley below – 2 hours down and 3 hours back up every day. So we do our part – they do theirs!

 

New Community Project’s Give a Girl a Chance fund is raising money to help these girls bike and hike to school – and to a better future! All contributions go to the programs – really!
Fight climate change? Educate girls and empower women!
In the book Drawdown, of the over 70 things we need to do to turn down the heat on the planet, 2 of the top 10 are educating girls and empowering women – and we do both at NCP!

Keeping girls in school has multiple benefits: the more education a girl has, the fewer children she will have, meaning fewer people to fuel climate change, and an educated girl is an engaged adult, bringing her voice into the political process (especially important as women deal directly with climate impacts as they grow food, gather wood and water, and tend the sick).
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Giving women skills and income translates into helping their communities prepare for and adapt to a changing climate. In addition, women then have income to keep their daughters in school. 
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Give a Girl a Chance has been active in Myanmar since 2005. This southeast Asian country is considered one of the  most vulnerable to climate change. There, our microloans have had a double impact: not only have they enabled women to send their daughters to secondary school (they previously couldn’t afford the $6 per month fare for the boat bus to take them up river to school), the groups have also used some of their income to build cyclone shelters. 2008’s Cyclone Nargis, with 150 mpg winds and a death toll of 135,000, is still in their memories, so these women are helping their villages prepare for the Next Big One. 

These are some of the life-changing and life-saving impacts of your support of Give a Girl a Chance – thank you!

Join us on a Learning Tour to visit these girls and women!

