Snow cones…or climate change?
A skit for two readers for the Million Tree Campaign

(opens with Reader Two pantomiming “counting” something around the room)

By David Radcliff

One: So what are you doing now?
Two:  Counting trees.
One: Having trouble going to sleep?

Two: No, silly. I just read that there are five trillion trees in the world, and I’m making sure. 

One: Making sure, eh…  Yep, we wouldn’t want to be short a few billion trees. 
Two: We’re short a trillion. 

One: Where, pray tell, did they go?

Two: Oh, they didn’t “go” anywhere. They were never here.

One: Okay, I’ll play along. How could we be missing them if they were never here?

Two: We didn’t need them before, but now we do—we need about a trillion more.

One: Let me guess – toothpick shortage?
Two: Nope.

One:  TP shortage?
Two:  No.

One: Millions of Dutch are going retro?
Two: Huh?

One: Wooden shoes.
Two: Nooooo! Cars!
One: They’re making cars out of wood now? Is it that Tesla guy?

Two: No, it’s us. We’re driving and flying and heating and cooling and buying and wasting – and all the pollution from doing those things is causing our planet to heat up – and trees are one way to turn down the heat. 

One: Lots more shade?

Two: Yes – and no. Yes, they make the air cooler, but better yet, trees soak up the pollution – the CO2 – and keep it out of the atmosphere so it doesn’t trap more of the sun’s heat. And a trillion trees could remove 10 years worth of what we put up there. 
One: But I kind of like it warm. Less snow to shovel. 

Two: Warm? You want “warm”?! How about H-O-T! And how does famine, pestilence, war, drought, storms, disease, rising sea levels, and dead coral reefs sound?! Oh, and less snow to shovel.

One: I think I get your ‘drift’. Back to the trillion trees – you got a plan?

Two: We’re aiming for a million. 
One: Nothing like starting small. 
Two: Over the next ten years. 

One: More reasonable, but that actually seems kind of small, compared to a trillion.
Two: It’s actually one-millionth of a trillion. But there’s about 7 billion people on earth, and if we divide that into a trillion, that’s only … (figuring) … about 15 trees per person.

One: That’s beginning to sound manageable. You’re finally making a little sense.

Two: I made it simple for you. 
One: Thanks. Who’s going to do this, what does it cost and where do I sign up to plant my 15?
Two: New Community Project is doing it through their If a Tree Falls program. Their partners around the world can plant a tree for as little as 10 cents—so a buck fifty will get your 15 trees – or give more and plant more, since we probably can’t count on all 7 billion of us to pitch in. (if there is a particular campaign, mention it here). 

One: Well, you can count on me. I think it’s a tree-mendous idea. 
Two: How about the snow?
One: I say when Mother Nature gives you snow, make snow cones. 
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