CO2 and U

Greenhouse gas calculator

New Community Project

15-17 tons of CO2 annually – that’s the per capita emissions rate of the USA, with our nation creating around 15 percent of the world’s total emissions (increase this by 25 percent if we add China’s emissions making stuff for us), and historically responsible for about 30 percent of the CO2 that has accumulated in the atmosphere after 1750. Since CO2 is the main gas behind climate change, we are making a sizable contribution to climate change-associated problems like unnatural disasters (tornadoes, hurricanes, floods, drought), sea level rise, lower crop production, hunger and famine, threats to millions of species, and conflict. Nobody wants a world like this – what we can do? To keep global temperatures from rising over 1.5C (2.7F), the world needs to aim for 3 tons per person. 
The first step is awareness of our CO2-creating habits. This little exercise will help us see both our consumption patterns as well as what we can do better. So let’s get started! 

Add ‘em up! (1 point=1 ton CO2)

Your main transportation

Electric




1.5
Hybrid car



3.5
Compact



4
Mid-size/sedan



4.5
Large truck/SUV


5
Public transit/school bus

1
Flights? .9 for every 3000 miles  
              __

Bonus: 

Often walk or bike to get places

-.5
Total: 


    
    ______

What you eat
Eat meat 2-3 times per day

4
Meat once a day or less 


3
No beef




2
Vegetarian



1.5
Vegan




1

Bonus: 

Have a garden/buy from CSA

-.5

Rarely eat fast food 


-.2
Avoid products with palm oil 

-.2
Rarely discard food, compost scraps        -.2
Total: 


    
      ______  
Home energy use
Single-family home


5 

Apartment complex


3
5+ minutes per shower
     

.5
Bonus: 
Have solar panels or buy green energy
-2

Sweater in winter, fans in summer   
-.5

In shower 5 minutes or less

-.5

Cold water wash/clothesline 
 
-.2

Total: 



       ______
Around the house—clothes, trash, etc. 
Typical consumer (lots of shoes & clothes, new phone every 3 years, etc)

2
Don’t want and don’t have lots of stuff
1

Bonus:

Recycling fanatic


-.2
Total: 


     
       ______

Special Bonus section:

● You can name 3 ways climate change is negatively affecting plants or animals 
-1

● You helped your school/church/company 

 get more environmentally active  
-2
● You plant trees to offset some of your 
CO2 (1 tree in the tropics sequesters 

50 pounds of CO2 per year)      

-2
(see NCP’s If a Tree Falls… program to plant trees!)
● You contact leaders about eco issues 
and/or have been involved in a local 
campaign for bike lanes, greenway, etc.  -2

● Educating girls and empowering

women are two keys to combating 

climate change: you donate to NCP’s 

Give a Girl a Chance fund

-2

● People think you are eco-overboard     -2

Grand Total:


_________
Over or Under 17 tons of CO2    _________
‘
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